Some Early tax lists in Wilkes and Lincoln counties, Georgia’ — Davis and Statham 


Understanding Hudson's tax records compilations:’ "It is very difficult to follow a resident subject to taxation from year 
to year in the extant early tax records due to the change in the title of the district each time a new captain was elected...[so] 
the compiler began using an alphabetical system to designate each geographical area encompassed by a militia district in 
Wilkes County." Assigning a letter or letters to each militia district, i.e., A-Z, AA-TT and AAA-KKK (indicated in ( ) next to the 
Captain's name below) made it possible for the compiler to track the district even when the Captain's name had changed. 





New counties: All districts with three-letter designations (AAA, BBB, etc.) were put into Elbert County when it was created 
in 1790. Districts C and F ended up in Lincoln County in 1796. 


Taxpayers and tithables: White males and free persons of color age 21 and over were subject to a poll tax and a male 
who returned land was its owner. A widow may have held part or all of the real estate while the estate was being probated. 


Defaulters: White males of militia age — generally age 16-45 unless exempt, such as ministers — were required to report 
to the captain of the district when they moved into an area but they were not required to report when they were leaving the 
district. People were designated as defaulters for failing to submit a return (not failing to pay a tax) and the defaulters list 
sometimes included males who had left that militia district; males old enough for militia duty but not of legal age to be 
subject to taxation; and taxpayers who had submitted their return in another district. 



































Wilkes County — _ #Polls not stated 
Year Name Line | Captain's district | Land /#Slaves 
1785 (a) | Absolem Davis 039 | Harrington (C) 400A in Wilkes /9 
1785 Absolem Davis Jr. 042 | Harrington (C) 
1785 (b) | Joseph Davis 040 | Harrington (C) 
1785 Charles Statham 050 | Clarke (FFF) 400A in Wilkes 
1785 (c) | John Statham, Minr. | 044 | Clarke (FFF) 722A in Wilkes 
1786 Absolum Davis Sr. 015 | Harrington (C) 400A in Wilkes if 
1786 Absolum Davis Jr. 010 | Harrington (C) 
1786 Mary Davis 011 | Harrington (C) 550A in Wilkes 




















1 Frank Parker Hudson, Wilkes County, Georgia Tax Records, 1785-1805, 2 vols. (Atlanta: by author, 1996); and same author, An 1800 Census 
for Lincoln County, Georgia (Atlanta: R.J. Taylor, Jr., Foundation, 1977). 
? Hudson, Wilkes County, Georgia Tax Records, Vol. 1: 1, compiler's system, emphasis added; 5 and 9, new counties; vi, vii and 3, taxpayers and 
tithables; vii and 18-19, defaulters. 
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Wilkes Count 


— #Polls not stated 























































































































Year Name Line | Captain's district | Land /#Slaves 
1786 John Statham 025 | Pullom (BBB) 600A in Wilkes 

1787 Absolam Davis 023 | Arrington (C) 100A in Wilkes /2 
1787 Absolam Davis 066 | Clarke (FFF) [7 
1787 Mary Davis 002 | Hughs (F) 350A in Wilkes 15 
1787 Charles Statham 011 | Pullom (BBB) 640A in Wilkes 

1787 John Statom 072 | Allen (AAA) 400A in Wilkes 

1787 Nath! Statom 042 | Hughes (F) 

1787 John Statom 046 | Hughes (F) 

1787 Jesse Statem 049 | Clarke (FFF) 150A in Wilkes 

1788 (d) | Augustine Davis NA | Wilkins (FFF) 200A 

1790 Absolam Davis 079 | Wilkins (FFF) 100A in Wilkes 

1790 Absolam Davis 097 | Wilkins (FFF) 

1790 (e) | Mary Davis 002 | Walton (C) 600A in Wilkes /5 
1790 (f) | Widow Davis NA | Neil (OO) Defaulters 

1791 (g) | Molley Davis 056 | Walton (C) 600A in Wilkes is 
1791 William Statham 038 | Hughes (F) 

1791 Love Statum 026 | Hughes (F) /2 
1792 (g) | Mary Davis 069 | Walton (C) 600A on Mill Cr, Wilkes; adjoining Peyton Wyatt /5 
1792 William Statum 014 | Hughes (F) 100A on Mill Cr, Wilkes, adjoining James Bibb /3 
1792 Love Statum 081 | Hughes (F) 

1793 Molly Davis 039 | Hughes (F) 595A on Mill Cr, Wilkes, adjoining Wyate /4 
1793 (h) | Widdow Davis NA | Walton (C) Defaulters 

1793 William Statum 056 | Hughes (F) 100A on Mill Cr, Wilkes, adjoining Wooldridge /2 
1793 (i) Love Statom 074 | Hughes (F) 287A on Nales Cr, Franklin Co., adjoining Wills 

1794 (j) Molly Davis 037 | Ragland (C) 595 on Mill Cr, Wilkes, adjoining Peyton Wyatt /5 
1794 (k) | Molly Davis 055 | Woolridge (F) adjoining landowner of James Tatum, Mill Cr 

1794 Capt. Davis 027 | Wooten (R) adjoining landowner of Isaac Rawls, Pistol Cr 

1794 William Statham 081 | Woolridge (F) 100A on Mill Cr; Wilkes, adjoining Wooldridge A 
1794 Love Statum 084 | Ragland (C) Defaulters 

1795 (I) | Aug’® Davis 046 | Steele (C) 595A on Mill Cr, Wilkes, adjoining P. Wyatt [7 
1795 Mary Davis 055 | Steele (C) adjoining landowner of Peyton Wyatt, Mill Cr 

1799 (m) | Love Statona? 071 | McClendon (A) 
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Notes: 
(a) 1785 returns: there are two extant copies of these returns but neither is complete (Hudson, 1: 23). 


(b) Joseph Davis was not found in 1786 though both Absoloms were still in this district: "Captain Harrington's District [C] 
gave up about a dozen residents to Captain Richard Heard's District [A] after these returns. In addition, more than thirty 
other persons making returns in Captain Harrington's District in 1785 are not found in 1786..." (Hudson, 1: 33). 


(c) The "Minor" would signify he was the younger of two men with the same name as he would need to be at least 21 
years old to own land (Kayla Barrett, Georgia State Archives, response to Donna Newman, 14 March 2014). It also 
signifies that John Statham Sr. traveled to Georgia prior to 1787, when two John Stathams were on the Wilkes County tax 
list. It has not been definitively established whether it was John Sr. or Jr. who had land surveyed there on 12 December 
1784, which was recorded on 14 June 1790 and sold the following day (Georgia Colonial and Headright Plat Index, 1775- 
1866, Georgia Virtual Vault; Wilkes County Deed Book GG: 134-136). John Sr. permanently moved to Georgia after 1789, 
his last appearance on the Albemarle County, Virginia tax list. 


(d) 1788 and 1789 returns: there are no surviving returns for either year, information comes from published lists of 
Defaulters. Augustine Davis was named in 1788 with 200 acres but noted as a "Non-Resident" (Hudson, 1: 183). He was 
deceased by then so this would have been his estate, but it was not the 200 acres he had surveyed in October 1783, 
which adjoined the tract on Mill Creek that was granted to his heirs in 1788 (Daniel Nathan Crumpton, Wilkes County, 
Georgia Land Records, 2 vols., 1: 145 and 2: 172; and Headright and Bounty Plats, Georgia Virtual Vault). 


(e) "For use of tax records to prove Mary Davis was widow of Augustine Davis, who died ca. 1785, and whose will was 
recorded in the burned Will Book D-D [sic; see "Augustin Davis estate" by this compiler], see returns for Mary (Molly) and 
Estate of Augustine: 1792 C 069, 1794 C 037, 1795 C 046, and in Lincoln County, 1801 CF 015 and 1802 CF 081" 
(Hudson, 1: 193). 


(f) "Widow Davis is possibly Elizabeth Davis", found in the same district in 1786 and 1792 (Hudson, 1: 241). 

(g) Barnett Jeter (name only) is in the same district as Molly in 1791 and 1792. 

(h) Widdow Davis is probably Molly Davis, on the Defaulters list because she returned her tax list in Capt. Hughes’ district. 
(i) Love Statham, still a resident of Wilkes County, sold this land to Larkin Davis of Elbert County in March 1796 


("Historical collections of the Georgia chapters, Daughters of the American Revolution," Ancestry.com). 
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(j) Barnard Jeter (name only) is also shown in this district. 


(k) Gibson Wooldridge was named as an adjoining landowner when William Statham purchased 100 acres on Mill Creek 
waters "where William Statem now lives" in May 1794. William and Jenny Statham sold this land in December of the same 
year (Wilkes County Deed Book MM: 396-398). 


(I) "This is the last record for this district in Wilkes County. The area encompassed by this district was put into Lincoln 
County upon its creation in February 1796" (Hudson, 1: 628). Aug™® Davis obviously refers to the estate of Augustin Davis. 


(m) Most likely Love Statham (Statom), who was on earlier Wilkes County tax lists and was the defendant in the State of 
Georgia v. Love Statum brought in May 1799 (Love Statum and Statom, Wilkes County Court Records, Georgia Virtual 
Vault). 


Captains' districts that went into Elbert County 


The three districts referenced in the first table that went into Elbert County when it was created in December 1790 were 
described as follows: 


District AAA: located in the fork of the Broad River and the Savannah River, stretched to the north along Coldwater 
Creek until 1786 when part of District BBB was created from it. Included all of what is now the 192"! GMD and the eastern 
edge of the 190" in Elbert County. The town of Petersburg was located here and was for a time a major trading center, 
competing with Lisbon across the line in Lincoln County and Vienna across the Savannah River in South Carolina, with a 
regular ferry service running between the three.* 


District BBB: created in 1786 from the northern section of AAA and southern section of DDD but grew so fast it had to be 
split after the first year's returns. Today this area encompasses the 315" GMD and part of the 197" in Elbert County plus 
the 1112" and 1118" in Hart County. 


District FFF: a description from 1791 mentions Bertram's Creek, Broad River, Falling Creek, Carter's Plantation and 
Beaverdam. Today includes most of the 191% and the western half of the 190" in Elbert County. Nancy Hart State Park 
and Middleton are in this district. 


3 Hudson, Wilkes County Tax Records, 1: 16-17. 
A Clay Ouzts, "Petersburg," New Georgia Encyclopedia (https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org). 
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Captains' districts that went into Lincoln County 
Using Hudson's designation, the districts that went into Lincoln County when it was created in 1796 were as follows: 


District C: Land on tax returns was located on the waters of Mill Creek, Fishing Creek, Newford Creek and Savannah 
River. Once in Lincoln County this district was in the northern part of the county, with the Savannah River to the east, 
Broad River to the north, Wilkes County to the west and District CF (below) to the south. It included the town of Lisbon 
and became the 188" Georgia Militia District (GMD). 


District F: Residents returned land on the waters of Mill Creek, Soap Creek, Well's Creek and Savannah River. Currently 
comprises all of the 186" GMD and parts of the 185" and 269". 


District CF (Lincoln County only): Created in 1796 or 1797 from the lower part of District C and upper part of District F. 
Now the 187" GMD. 


Some residents in the eastern portion of Capt. Wooten's district (R) were also put into the new county. No surviving tax 
records have been found for Lincoln County for the period from 1796 to 1800.° 





























Lincoln County 1801 and 1802’ — all were in Capt. Norman's District (CF) 

Year Name Line | Land (all in Lincoln Co.) #Polls/Slaves* 
1801 Samuel Davis 014 250A on Mill Cr, adjacent Harper & Bostick /6 

1801 Mary Davis 015 by agent; 595A on Mill Cr, adjoining Glaze & Tatom [7 

1801 William Statom 070 1/ 

1802 Samuel Davis 080 240A /12 

1802 Mary Davis 081 by agent; 595A [7 

1802 Ransom Davis 082 1/ 

1802 William Statham 094 defaulter 1/ 























* #Polls not stated except when the taxpayer had no land and was subject only to a poll tax. 


° Hudson, Wilkes County Tax Records, 1: 9; and An 1800 Census for Lincoln County, 11-14. 
ê Hudson, An 1800 Census for Lincoln County, 6-8. 
7 Ibid., 51-103 
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SOURCE: 
Frank Parker Hudson, Wilkes County, Georgia Tax Records, : : i 
1785-1805, 2 vols. (Atlanta: by author, 1996), 9 and 16-17. Area put Ino Elbe CO: IAT730: 


Hudson deserves major kudos for this monumental JAAA: In 1790 was all of present day iene and E. part 
undertaking; the value to researchers of his early tax jof 190th GMD. 
record compilations cannot be overstated - DN 





BBB: Taken from District AAA in 1786, today includes 
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Map 4, c1950 (cropped), courtesy of Georgia USGenWeb Archives Project, http://www.usgwarchives.net/ga/maps/index.htm 


